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They say it takes one mind to change the face of the world.
Wellittook one mind to shift J-sec’s hip hop scene from grimy
to flashy. That mind is that of Tibz, the fou 1*:£erard owner of
a little events company with a lot of rr
was not being catered for in the entertainn
decided to take action, and did so in 2006
SHOWLOVE. And the rest — as they say —

What is the concept behind SHOWLOVE events?

We make hip hop look pretty. | was tired of always hearing
house firstly, and was even more upset that the very
few hip hop parties were in dingy joints. | wanted o give
women a reason to get dressed up and still hear the
music they want. | wanted to create a safe environment
within the genre and change the image that hip hop
headz were ignorant and had no class.

Take us through your first event.

Wow. It was Mo’s Cafe on Grant Avenue in Norwood... it
was packed. | didn't make much money because | wasn't
experienced with regards to costs but | definitely made
a statement that hip hop events can exist in the market.
| think Muzi and Jason were on the decks. | remember
the old school DJs at Mo's and how the amp bailed and
| had to put a fan next to it so it could cool off. It was the
beginning for a lot of people.

How many people do you pull per event?

Various venues have different capacity. We've been
involved with events at The Palms with an average of
800 and we've done well over 1000 at Black Orchid. We
recently did 700 at The Crazy 88 and did close to 800 at
Seasons in Cape Town in December.

What is the average cover charge?
R80 10 R100.

What are the expenses that go into putting a gig
together?

_Glad you asked this question. People think we just get

to a place and play music, but there are costs involved:
Venue, sound, lighting... the 0J and artist line-up...

How competitive is this |ndustrg'-‘
| don't think it's f
I'm competing witt
perceive this as arroganc
larger scale. I'm competing
any brand without havmg towrite an P
I'm competing with the companies that can bring out
international artists without having 1o go through the red
tape. Apart from Party People, we are tf y cansistent
hip hop event. All these other dudes play house or claim
to have two dance floors when they don't. There aren't
enough dudes in my field and that's a shame.
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Which has been your most successful event or series?
We have had plenty of successful events, but the most
successful series has definitely bean ‘0ld School vs New
School'. We put some of the older headz in the game -
like Kenzhero or C-live — up against the younger guns like
Milkshake and Dimplez. It's an evening of nostalgia and a
journey throughthe history of the genre we love. Itunifies
a lot of the heads within the genre... it's a joy o watch.

How does your company contribute to the Joburg
entertainment scene?

SHOWLOVE is a platform for hustlers, Qur hard work
can be seen wherever you go. Look at all the Creative
Recreation sneakers out there. The good people of
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er in this field.

Tiltt.co.za knew who to come to when they came out with

the label. We have done what we can to assist them.
We now manage six amazing hip hop DJs: Oimplez,
d Milkshake, and

Where would you value the company today?

| rate it very highly. Remember that the SHOWLOVE
platform results in a lot of cheques for various people.
The venues we work with, their staff, our UJs and
our graphic designers earn and of course we earn... |
would never divulge the exact amount. The value of
SHOWLOVE is greater than cash. We are showcasing
that people can earn a living from their talents if
they are focused and determined. The growth of our
business is proof of that.

Who do you work with under the company?
I doalot of work with Glen2 1 but | do most things muyself..
currently looking through CVs fora PA.

What would you say to a corporate who said to you: hip
hop headz don’t have buying power'?

1 would suggest they go through their chic
| bet hip hop and R&B are he f
would say pay attention 1o he
I sit in a lot of brainstorms
words like ‘bling’ or 'oim
ad campaigns.
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